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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

 
 

Celebrating One Hundred Years 
of Serving the Fairfax 

African American 
Catholic Community 

Since 1922 
 
 

Mass: 11am Sunday 
WEEKDAY MASS: Thursdays 9:15AM 

SA/OLBS: STATIONS OF THE CROSS: FRIDAYS AT 1:15pm 
Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Birthday Blessings March 6th, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / March 13th 10:30 am 

3rd Sunday/March 20th, 2022/Thomas Clark Scholarship 
Synodal Listening Sessions – Please see any Parish Council Member 
4th Saturday/March 26th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal 

 

 

Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 30th 
 

Mass Intentions:   People of Ukraine 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Korunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo 
The Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary 
Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith 

Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith 
Music Ministry: Theresa Bumpers/Sandi Gay Chapman 

Praise Dance Coordinators: Megan Lipian 
Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison 

Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps 
 

You are Kindly Asked to Wear a Mask while in the church/whether vaccinated or not vaccinated. 



St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament *2347 East 83rd Street * Cleveland * Ohio * 44104 
Volume 2022/Issue 10 

 

March 6, 2022   
 

PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING FULLY VACCINATED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR YOURSELF AND 
THOSE WHO LOVE YOU. 

First Sunday of Lent 
 
Background:  
To   understand   this   Sunday’s   Gospel, we   need to realize that we are jumping back over the unfolding 
of Jesus’s ministry in Galilee that we have been reading in the early Sundays of Ordinary Time, and returning 
to his baptism in the Jordan. Having received the overwhelming awareness that he was God’s beloved 
Son/Servant, he needs to ponder the implications of that calling.  And so, he heads out into the desert to 
pray, and there is tested and tempted. What does this mission involve; and perhaps more importantly, what 
does it not? 
 
In Luke’s version, Jesus is repeating the Exodus journey of Israel from slavery to freedom, an event referred 
to in the reading from Deuteronomy; yet we are on the same journey.  And so, this is the day when the 
catechumens publicly state their desire make the promises of baptism, to be reborn by water and the Spirit, 
and to share in the Eucharist. It is also the day when the candidates express their desire to be received by 
renewing their baptismal promises before being sealed with the Spirit and sharing the Eucharist.  As we the 
faithful accompany them on their Lenten journey to initiation, we must join them in that renewal, since on 
Easter we too will be asked to reaffirm our baptism by renouncing sin and professing faith. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• The first temptation or testing is about relying on material things rather than on spiritual. Which 
have priority in your life? 

• The second temptation is about relying on power to bring happiness. What do you need to give up 
to find simplicity and inner freedom in your life? 

• Faith is saying to God: “Thy will be done,” not expecting God to work miracles just for you.  When 
has humble trust in God already brought you through to the other side of a difficult time? 

• What temptation do you think our society or our Church has fallen into?  How might we return to 
faithful service of the Gospel? 

 
Practice:  
This week, pray St. Ignatius Loyola’s prayer, “Take, Lord, Receive.” Each day before saying it, ponder what 
grace you might need right now.  

 ~TeamRCIA 
 
Prayer Service for Ukraine - Sunday, March 6, 3-4 pm. As we begin this season of Lent, the Holy Father has 
encouraged us to make this a time to be close to the suffering people of the Ukraine, “a time to feel that we 
are all brothers and sisters and to implore God for the end of the war.” In that spirit, please join Bp. Edward 
Malesic TODAY, March 6th, at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist from 3:00 to 4:00 pm, for prayer and an 
expression of our solidarity with the people of Ukraine. The service will be Live-Streamed. We ask you to be 
part of this gathering and to invite others to join us in this time of prayer. 
 
The Catholic Charities Appeal for 2022 is underway with an in-pew commitment process taking place 
throughout the Diocese, it is not a special collection; rather, the Catholic Charities Appeal represents the chance 
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for all Catholics to make a significant pledge, payable in installments, to Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland. 
Details about how Catholic Charities aids those in need in our Diocese is included in a flyer that is available near 
the bulletins. Many   parishioners have received a letter from Bishop Malesic requesting their support.  If you 
have not received this letter, please respond to the in-pew commitment process today!  If you have received 
the mailing, please respond to it.  Be the Light is the theme of this year’s campaign.  Your support of the 2022 
Catholic Charities Appeal helps us to carry out the mission that Jesus entrusted to us: “I say to you, whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”  Please consider a generous gift that will change 
the lives of the 400,000 who are served each year in Northeast Ohio. Please pray for the success of the Appeal, 
which provides for essential programs and services in need throughout all eight counties of the Diocese of 
Cleveland. 
 
Synodal Listening Sessions 
“Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and mission: “It is precisely 
this path of synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” This journey, which follows in 
the wake of the Church’s “renewal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift 
and a task: by journeying together and reflecting together on the journey that has been made, the Church will 
be able to learn through Her experience which processes can help Her to live communion, to achieve 
participation, to open Herself to mission.”  
 
The results of these listening sessions from the various parish groups will be summarized and given to the 
Diocese. The Diocese will summarize all the input they receive and submit a report to the United States Council 
of Catholic Bishops. The USCCB will summarize what they receive and submit a report to Rome that will be given 
to the synod to take place in 2023. If you have not already done so, we hope you will consider participating in 
one of these listening sessions and encourage you to check out the websites cited above for more information. 
You might also consider spending some time in prayer this week asking the Lord to place upon your mind and 
heart what needs to be spoken aloud at this moment in the Church’s life. 
 
Remembering the dead. - It is an unbroken tradition of the Christian faithful to pray for the dead.  The intention 
of the Mass is a customary form of this prayer and remembrance.  The typical offering requested   to   obtain   
the   intention of a particular Mass is $10 in the Diocese of Cleveland.   
 
We will have Blackjack Sunday every 5th Sunday this year. Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 
30th. Blackjack Sunday/Community Meal immediately after mass in the ELC. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of SA/OLBS we encourage you to bring and share your stories 
about our school, church and parish. Bring photos to share, they will be copied and returned to you. We will 
also make a pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, our beginnings. November 2022. Details to follow. 
We also challenge Alumnae to see who has the largest number of participants attend any/all of our anniversary 
events and purchase a full-page ad in the program booklet for one hundred dollars. Ads due April 8, 2022. 
 

March 20nd,2022 The Bishop’s Seminary Brunch is an annual gathering of parishioners from across the 
Diocese of Cleveland who want to visibly show their appreciation for provide financial support for unusual and 
emergency needs of the seminarians. Please see Walter Napier for tickets. Cost is $50/person.  
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Grandparent Workshops - March 28 & 30, April 4 & 6. Grandparents are vital to passing on the faith. The 
Office for Marriage and Family Ministry will offer Saints Anne and Joachim Workshops. This will be an 
opportunity to talk about ways that grandparents can share their faith with their grandchildren and will offer 
some practical tools that can be used. The workshops will be offered at various sites throughout the Diocese, 
from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm and will include brunch & a closing Mass. Cost is $10 per person. Register 
online < https://tinyurl.com/Anne-Joachim. 
 
Legal Aid Society has returned to hosting in-person clinics in Cuyahoga, Geauga, Ashtabula, Lake, & Lorain 
counties.  Clinics in the Greater Cleveland area are scheduled for March 9 (Veterans only), March 12, 19, 22, 
April 9, 13 (Veterans only), & April 30.  Masks are required.  Information about the clinic locations, and 
appointment phone numbers are available at < lascleve.org >. Legal Aid is open 24/7 online - taking intake 
applications at that link. For off-line help & listings, potential clients can call Legal Aid for help during most 
business hours at 888-817-3777 English (toll-free). 
 
APRIL 24TH 2022 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC-Saint Adalbert/Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament: 2022 marks one hundred years for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament serving the African 
American community in the Fairfax area. One of many celebrations being planned for the year. Please plan to 
join us. We have begun the planning sessions for the 100th Anniversary Mass. The next meeting will be via 
Zoom, March 2nd at 7pm. Please see Fr. Gary for the link to the meeting. To assist with any aspect of the 
planning: Refreshments/Food: Lorraine Bradley; Hospitality: Irene Morrison; Souvenirs: Carol Morrison; 
Ads/Program Book: Phillis Fuller Clipps or Arlene Aluisio. The souvenir booklet will be 8-1/2 x 11. Revised Ad 
pricing:    
 

• Full page color: $125 - B/W $100.  
• Half page color: $75 -B/W $50,  
• Quarter page color: $50 - B/W-$25.  
• Patron ads $15. 
• Full Page Back: $225 – B/W $200 

 
This Lenten season, join our faith community – and more than 12,000 Catholic communities across the 
United States – in a life-changing Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your family’s Rice Bowl at the 
doors of the church.  Through   this   Lenten program for families and faith communities, participants devote 
their Lenten prayers, fasting, and alms to change the lives of those who suffer in poverty. We   are invited to 
hear stories about our sisters and brothers in need around the world through the CRS Rice Bowl Lenten 
Calendar; 40 days of a collection of daily reflections and activities: < https://tinyurl.com/Rice-bowl-2022 >. As 
we begin our Lenten journey, reflect on how your prayers, fasting, and almsgiving can guide you.  As Pope 
Francis explains, these are “elements which, when lived sincerely, can transform life and provide a sure 
foundation for dignity and fraternity.”  How can practicing the Lenten pillars transform your life and the lives 
of our sisters and brothers around the world?  25% of the contributions fund local poverty and hunger 
alleviation programs in the Diocese of Cleveland through the Catholic Charities Emergency Hunger and Shelter 
Fund. 

 
Lenten Devotions on AM 1260 The Rock /Litany of the Holy Face Tuesdays at 3 PM / Stations of the Cross for 
Priests Fridays at 3 PM. 
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Every family need prayer. Join us in praying a Novena to St. Joseph for Families beginning March 11th and 
continuing each day through his feast day, March 19th. Each day at 3 PM, you can pray the Novena with us as 
we offer the prayers on the air. Special thanks to our nine 'Josephs" who you will hear during the Novena. 
We invite you to join us in a closing Mass for the Novena (our Mass of the Month) at St. Joseph Church in 
Strongsville on Saturday, March 19th at 10 AM.  
 
March edition of Table Talk to feature Bishop Bohdan Danylo: The Most Rev. Bohdan Danylo, Bishop of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Parma will be our guest on the March edition of Table Talk!  Tune in Thursday 
March 17th at 5 PM, Friday March 18th at 8 AM, or Sunday March 20th at 1 PM to hear from Bishop Danylo 
about the Ukrainian Catholic Church and the current crisis in Ukraine. 
 
God Calling /Join us each Sunday at 4:30 PM for God Calling, our new locally produced vocation program 
hosted by Paul Orlousky. Episodes re-broadcast Wednesdays at 8:30 AM. 

• March 6-Sr. Josephine Rasoamampionona, OSST 
• March 13-Fr. Ryan Mann, Administrator, St. Basil the Great 
• March 21-Tommy and Cara Dome 
• March 28-Fr. Thomas Loya, Pastor Annunciation Byzantine Catholic Church, Homer Glen, Illinois and 

host of "Light of the East" 
 
Where We Worship / Join host Bob Tayek as he highlights the history, parish life and ministries of Holy Family 
Parish in Parma, celebrating their 150th anniversary.  Where We Worship airs Sunday, March 20th at 11 AM 
and Saturday March 26th at 4:30 PM. 
 
MARCH MAGNET MANIA! Get your FREE AM 1260 The Rock bumper magnet (stickers also available) and 
spread the word about Catholic radio in Cleveland.  Click here to request one online, call us at 216-227-1260, or 
visit our studios M-F from 9 AM to 4 PM to get yours today! 
 

May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face;  

the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 


